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Baker-Hamilton principles, updated by
the lessons and successes of General
Petraeus. If the 10 members of the Iraq
Study Group, the Baker-Hamilton
group, over 9 months could agree
unanimously on where we go from here
in Iraq, surely 50 or 60 or 70 of us can
agree on where we go from here in Iraq.

I look forward to the President’s re-
port. I 1look forward to General
Petraeus’s recommendations. He has
demonstrated that he is an exceptional
leader. We Tennesseans have a special
pride in him because of his leadership
of the 101st Airborne Division. But
once General Petraeus has made those
recommendations, I hope the President
takes a page from a former President
of this country whom President Bush
admires, Harry Truman.

In 1947, Harry Truman found himself
in about the same shape President
Bush finds himself today. Americans
were tired of war, even though in that
case we had won it. The President’s
poll numbers were very low. The Presi-
dent had lost both Houses of Congress
in the preceding election. The Presi-
dent had an urgent overseas mission
that he hoped our country would adopt.
According to David McCullough, the bi-
ographer of President Truman, Truman
said if he sent a plan with his name on
it up there to the Senate and the
House, it would quiver a couple of
times and die. So he called in General
George C. Marshall who was his Sec-
retary of State, and he called in Dean
Acheson. He said: Let’s call it the Mar-
shall plan and go up to Arthur Vanden-
berg, the leader of the opposition in the
Senate, and try to persuade him it is
the right thing to do.

We got the Marshall plan, and Tru-
man today is remembered as a near
great President. I am certain that
President Bush believes as firmly in his
heart that finishing the job in Iraq is
as essential today as President Truman
believed the Marshall plan was essen-
tial in 1947. But President Bush, I hope,
will also remember the lesson of Harry
Truman and borrow the recommenda-
tions and the prestige of the Baker-
Hamilton group and borrow the lessons
and successes of a distinguished gen-
eral—in this case General Petraeus—
and give us a plan that is a genuinely
new strategy, one that can attract sig-
nificant support on that side of the
aisle as well as this, one that, like my
grandfather’s big round table with the
locomotive, can take our country and
put it on a different track in Iraq that
will assure us of that and that will
cause us to change our mission for our
troops from combat to supporting,
equipping, and training, province by
province, as soon as we honorably can.

If it does, as I said earlier, I believe
we will see about half our troops come
home within a year or two. The prin-
ciples also include a long-term but
steadily diminishing presence in Iraq
to fight counterterrorism and a
stepped-up effort for diplomatic and
political efforts especially in the re-
gion. But if the President were to do
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this, and if the Democratic leadership
would make room for consensus in this
body, we could end this spectacle of the
U.S. Congress lecturing Baghdad for
being in a political stalemate when we
are in one ourselves. We can speak with
a single voice. We are elected to be able
to do so. Our troops deserve it. The
enemy needs to hear it.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
am loath to close the proceedings on
this very special day when such a spe-
cial milestone has been achieved by a
very special man, the senior Senator
from Massachusetts, whom I am privi-
leged to count as a colleague. But toil
we must.

So, Mr. President, I ask unanimous
consent that there now be a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

————

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR JOHN
WARNER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Presi-
dent’s statement in relation to the re-
tirement of Senator JOHN WARNER be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

PRESIDENT BUSH CONGRATULATES JOHN
WARNER ON SENATE CAREER

John Warner is one of the most dedicated
Senators in American history. Five Presi-
dents have relied on his steady judgment,
wise counsel, and candid advice. With Sen-
ator Warner’s retirement, the Senate will
lose one of its most independent and widely-
respected voices and the Commonwealth of
Virginia will lose one of its fiercest advo-
cates.

John Warner has served our country in
many roles throughout his distinguished ca-
reer, always putting the American people’s
needs first. He enlisted in the Navy shortly
before his 18th birthday and chose to inter-
rupt his law studies to commence a second
tour of active military duty as an officer in
the Marine Corps, volunteering for duty in
Korea. He went on to practice law, serve as
an Assistant U.S. Attorney, and serve as Sec-
retary of the Navy before his election to the
Senate. Our Military had no greater friend
than Senator Warner during his service as
Chairman of the Senate Committee on
Armed Forces.

I look forward to working with Senator
Warner in the coming months as we assess
the situation in Iraq and pursue policies to
keep our country safe.
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John Warner is a true statesman. Laura
and I wish Senator Warner, his wife Jeanne,
and the rest of his family all the best.

————

OUR ARMED FORCES

HONORING CORPORAL WILLARD M. POWELL

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, today, with
a heavy heart, I honor the life of the
brave Army corporal from Evansville,
IN. Willard M. Powell, 21 years old,
died on August 16, 2007, in Balad, Iraq,
from injuries sustained during combat
operations in Taramiyah, Iraq. With an
optimistic future before him, Will
risked everything to fight for the val-
ues Americans hold close to our hearts,
in a land halfway around the world.

Will’s ambition was to become a ma-
rine, and he joined the Army at the age
of 19 after graduating from Reitz High
School. He passionately felt the call to
duty as he left for basic training, look-
ing forward to his long-anticipated ca-
reer in the military. Will was deployed
to Iraq April 2007, where he worked
diligently in his infantry unit, await-
ing his promotion to corporal. It was
during his assignment to the 4th Bat-
talion, 9th Infantry Regiment of the
4th Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division
Strykers from Fort Lewis, WA, that he
was Killed while serving his country.

Today, I join Will’s family and
friends in mourning his death. Will was
a loving son to his mother and step-
father, Sunny-Kay and Mark Powell,
and to his father and stepmother, Wil-
lard and Linda Kerchief. He will be
greatly missed by his grandparents,
Barbara Poodry, Gloria, and Tim
Thibodeau, Larry and Patti Powell,
and Raymond Kerchief and his great-
grandmother Marcetis ‘‘Cedi’”” Milton.

In Evansville, Will was an active
member of the First Christian Church,
where he attended Bible study classes
with friends and fellow church-goers.
Will bonded with the other members of
the church’s youth group and built im-
portant friendships. He was passionate
about sports and a skilled athlete him-
self, qualifying for the Junior Olympics
in bowling. Those who knew him best
say he taught them the meaning of
true friendship and possessed an ex-
traordinary pride in his service to our
country.

Today and always, Will will be re-
membered by family members, friends,
and fellow Hoosiers as a true American
hero, and we honor the sacrifice he
made while dutifully serving his coun-
try. While we struggle to bear our sor-
row over this loss, we can also take
pride in the example he set, bravely
fighting to make the world a safer
place. It is his courage and strength of
character that people will remember
when they think of Will, a memory
that will burn brightly during these
continuing days of conflict and grief.

As I search for words to do justice in
honoring Will’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘“We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
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cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain
that the impact of Will’s actions will
live on far longer that any record of
these words.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of Willard M. Powell in the official
record of the United States Senate for
his service to this country and for his
profound commitment to freedom, de-
mocracy, and peace. When I think
about this just cause in which we are
engaged, and the unfortunate pain that
comes with the loss of our heroes, I
hope that Will’s family can find com-
fort in the words of the prophet Isaiah
who said, ‘“‘He will swallow up death in
victory; and the Lord God will wipe
away tears from off all faces.”

May God grant strength and peace to
those who mourn, and may God be with
all of you, as I know He is with Will.

—————
TRAGEDY IN GREECE

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I wish to
take a moment to recognize the people
of the Republic of Greece who have
demonstrated great bravery in the
midst of terrible tragedy this summer.
More than 5 people have died in the
fires ravaging Greece during the past
month. The scope of these fires is
shocking. The flames showed no mercy
to the elderly, young children, or the
treasures of antiquity. Our sympathy
and condolences go out to the families
of the dozens of people who have died
as a result of this tragedy and to the
many people driven from their homes
by the disaster.

As in New Orleans after Katrina, or
in the wake of any terrible disaster,
emergency aid is critical, but focus on
the long-term needs of the victims is
essential. The Greek people have re-
sponded bravely to the crisis. I under-
stand that the Government of the
United States has provided assistance
and is in the process of working with
the Greek Government, Greek-Amer-
ican organizations, and the Greek Or-
thodox Church to determine what
those needs are. I urge the administra-
tion to continue to demonstrate our
commitment to our Greek allies in the
wake of these horrific events. Our al-
lies can and should rightly judge us by
our concern and commitment for them
in times of adversity. Greece has been
there for us; America must be there for
Greece.

———

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

SUSTAINED LEADERSHIP IN THE
ASIA-PACIFIC REGION

e Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, as Presi-
dent Bush arrives in Sydney to take
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part in the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation, APEC, leaders meeting, it is
appropriate to take stock of America’s
role in the Asia-Pacific region.

America’s future prosperity and secu-
rity is directly tied to Asia. The region
contains the world’s fastest growing
major economies, largest militaries,
largest energy consumers and import-
ers, and biggest contributors to global
climate change. Some of the most crit-
ical items on our international agen-
da—such as ending North Korea’s nu-
clear weapons program, developing ties
to moderate Muslim states, building a
sound global economy, achieving en-
ergy security, combating climate
change, and responding to pandemic
disease—are impossible to achieve
without robust U.S. partnerships and
sustained engagement in Asia.

But despite the region’s obvious im-
portance, we have lost ground over the
past seven years. The war in Iraq that
should never have been authorized or
waged has been an enormous distrac-
tion from the fight against al-Qaida,
which has reconstituted itself in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. In addition to
the enormous costs in lives and re-
sources, the war has also set back our
standing and leadership in the world,
and made it far more difficult for
America to lead on critical issues. In
Asia, a region that both wants and ex-
pects United States’ leadership, this in-
attention has led to a decline in U.S.
prestige and influence and has placed
our national security interests in jeop-
ardy.

While America has been increasingly
absent in Asia, China has promoted
itself as an alternative to U.S. leader-
ship. And with fundamental shifts in
Asia’s security and economy under-
way—a rising China, emerging India, a
Japan seeking to become a more ‘‘nor-
mal” and assertive nation, and North
Korea and South Korea presenting dan-
gers and opportunities the United
States cannot afford to stay on the
sidelines.

U.S. engagement is vital to main-
taining the balance, and therefore
peace, among potentially competing
powers. In particular, the rise of China
requires a clear-sighted view of our in-
terests. A policy that seeks coopera-
tion with China on security, economic,
energy and environmental issues,
maintains our military strength in the
western Pacific, and strengthens our
ability to compete must be a founda-
tion of any successful policy.

While APEC may be primarily an
economic forum, it also offers the op-
portunity to engage all the region’s
leaders in a single setting—and to fur-
ther our agenda across the range of key
challenges. Too often, the U.S. has
missed this opportunity.

North Korea’s nuclear ambitions al-
ready have had a profound impact on
the region, and we must work to
achieve a complete and verifiable
elimination of all the DPRK’s nuclear
weapons capabilities and programs. I
welcome the recent statement that
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North Korea will declare and disable
its nuclear programs by the end of the
year. For far too long, the administra-
tion’s disdain for diplomacy allowed
the threat from North Korea to grow.
While clearly the best time to nego-
tiate with North Korea would have
been before it tested a nuclear weapon,
we must now verify North Korean com-
pliance with their commitments. This
will demand principled, aggressive, di-
rect and sustained American diplomacy
and leadership in the region.

To build support against terrorists
and prevail in the long-term battle
against violent extremism, the U.S.
must work closely with Asia, and
Southeast Asia in particular, to de-
velop effective strategies that both
prevent acts of terrorism and root out
al-Qaida elements. In addition to coop-
erative military, intelligence, and law
enforcement efforts, this will require
recognition that our relationships in
the region are more complex and
multidimensional than a narrow ap-
proach to counterterrorism. We should
use the opportunity of the APEC forum
to explore new initiatives to increase
political, diplomatic, economic, edu-
cational, and cultural engagement.

In terms of our shared prosperity, no-
where is America’s sustained leader-
ship more important in ensuring that
the global economy remains vibrant.
Together the economies of the APEC
region account for over half the world’s
output and trade. It is essential that
Asian countries work with us to ensure
balanced growth and openness of the
global trading system. This means
shifting away from their traditional
dependence on export-led growth and
weak currencies toward stronger con-
sumption at home and greater absorp-
tion of imports. The TUnited States
should negotiate only ‘‘gold standard”
agreements with our Asian trading
partners that stimulate growth and
jobs and contain binding labor and en-
vironmental standards and intellectual
property protections.

With the nations of East Asia work-
ing together through ASEAN, the
ASEAN Regional Forum, APEC, the
East Asia Summit and other regional
arrangements, Asia is moving ahead—
with or without us—to create a new re-
gional architecture. Our interests de-
mand that we re-engage to ensure
trans-Pacific linkages are relevant and
strong. That means developing new ar-
rangements to meet new and rising
challenges and transnational threats
that stem from globalization—espe-
cially in the areas of pandemic disease,
climate change, and energy security.
The latest pandemic, an unidentified,
highly contagious virus affecting pigs,
is sweeping Asia. We must ensure that
China and other affected countries co-
operate in research and containing this
and future outbreaks of disease. We
should use the opportunity of APEC to
further the dialogue about the growing
problem of pandemics.

On climate change and energy, the
U.S. and Asia face many of the same
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